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Lesson 1

habitat

The place where a plant or animal 
lives and meets its needs.
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survive

To remain alive.
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webbed

Having skin that connects the toes.
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Lesson 2

desert

An area with little or no rainfall.



8  CALIFORNIA Education and the Environment Initiative Unit 1.2.a.  I  Surviving and Thriving  I  Dictionary Workbook  9 

hoof

The covering on the foot of a cow, 
deer, horse, or sheep.
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rocky

An area covered with rocks.
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sandy

Full of sand.
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Lesson 3

cactus

A type of desert plant that has a 
thick stem and sharp spines.
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dry

(adjective) Having little or no 
moisture or water. (verb) The 
process of losing moisture.
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spine

A sharp, pointed part of a plant .
or an animal, such as a cactus or .
sea urchin.
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Lesson 4

share

To give part of something to 
somebody.
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survey

To collect information.
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